King County Councilmember Pete von Reichbauer

Yyour Voice

Let me hear from you!
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Hylebos Creek continued

Much of the upper watershed and
stream corridor is protected by wetland
and riparian zoning regulations designated
by the City of Federal Way. Storm-water
management facilities constructed in the last
six years have brought the watershed’s
peak flows under control preventing
flooding and sedimentation that degrade
salmon spawning habitat. Several channel
and stream bank stabilization projects,
including King County projects on the East
Branch of Hylebos in unincorporated King
County, have dramatically contributed to
salmon habitat enhancement efforts in the
watershed.

As past Chairman of the Washington
State Senate parks and Recreation Com-
mittee, I worked for the creation of the the
West Hylebos Wetlands State Park in the
1980s after residents Francis and Ilene
Marckx donated 23.5 acres of their land to
the state, and fought for its preservation.
Since the creation of the park a combina-
tion of local, county and state funding have
maintained and enhanced the recreational,
habitat and educational value of the park.
The passive park features a boardwalk
with wonderful interpretive signage that
carries visitors through a vast network of
wetlands. Eventually, the Friends of the
Hylebos Wetlands hope to add at least 70
acres to the 60-acre park, which is be-
tween South 348th and South 356th
streets.

Due to the high level of development in
the Hylebos Watershed, acquisition of salmon
habitat and elimination of point source pollu-
tion are the first priorities. If you know of
pollution sources on the Hylebos or of prop-
erty available for purchase, please contact
Dan Smith of the Surface Water Management
Division of Federal Way at (253) 661-4074.

The Interurban Trail through Milton, and
land owned by Puget Sound Energy are the
last remaining stretches of continuously
forested habitat along the East Branch of the
Hylebos. I have promoted culvert removals
and restoration projects along this last remain-
ing section of habitat.

Park connectivity is one of my top
priorities in the upcoming years. A system of
boulevards and trails that connect our parks
and green-spaces will enhance our recre-
ational opportunities, and provide a transpor-
tation alternative to local commuters.

The Hylebos Watershed is a great
example of how the local community can
positively affect the recovery of salmon by
using local volunteers and uniting all local
jurisdictions and business. The Hylebos
Creek stands as a unique example of success-
ful salmon recovery efforts in a densely
populated urban area. If you would like to
get involved with your local salmon recovery
efforts with the Friends of the Hylebos call
Chris Carrel at (253) 874-8270.
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